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Dear Reader,

Superman is perhaps the most iconic and longest-enduring superhero of all time. You could survey 
just about anyone in the world, young or old, and there’s a good chance they’d instantly recognize the 
Man of Steel: he can �y, bullets literally bounce o� of him, and he can redirect a missile hurtling 
toward Earth safely into orbit, just in the nick of time, with the slightest of e�ort. 

Beyond that, you don’t have to know much more about Superman, let alone be a die-hard fan, to 
enjoy our next Graphic Novel Book Club Spotlight Selection. Superman: Red Son is the story of a 
character we’ve all come to know and love, with one huge twist—instead of landing on a rural farm in 
the American Midwest, the child that will one day be known as Superman crashes his ship somewhere 
else: in the post-WWII, Cold War-era Soviet Russia!

Written in 2003 by creative powerhouse Mark Millar, Red Son reimagines the historic events of the last 
century and beyond, depicting a world where Superman �ghts “a never-ending battle for Stalin, 
Socialism, and the international expansion of the Warsaw Pact.”  The result is one of the greatest stories 
ever written in comics, packed with winks and nods to DC stories of the past, and interwoven with 
meticulously researched depictions (and alternate versions) of history that will resonate with any 
reader. The world changes drastically from what we know, and other famous characters—Lex Luthor, 
Wonder Woman, and a Batman like you’ve never seen before—are, in essence, turned completely on 
their heads. Rewriting history has never been more fun (or tension-�lled) than here, all while begging 
close examination of some recurring questions: does the 
world really need superheroes? Can a utopian society really 
exist so long as humans have free will? These are just a few of 
the themes presented in this story, making this one a 
must-read for any fan of comics. 

Superman: Red Son is an action-packed, clever, and at times 
mind-bending read, and will appeal to teen and adult readers 
alike. We highly recommend this title for your next book club, 
and we hope you’ll read along with us. Let us know what you 
think @hoopladigital, and join the online discussion using 
#hooplaGNBC.
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