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Superman as an anti-hero; Lex Luthor as essentially a “good guy”; Batman as “Anarchy 
in Black.”  What was it like taking these incredibly well-established characters and 
completely turning them on their heads?

It's actually the easiest trick in the world as a writer, simply subverting audience expectation. 
It almost always works too. If you �ip something, you get a completely fresh perspective on 
it and the story really writes itself. Superman came into the world at the beginning of the 
American century and so �ipping those colors to something representing Stalin, totalitarian-
ism, and the Glorious Five Year Plan gave me so much meat to chew. The bigger the pop 
culture character you invert the more interesting this is, and they don't come much bigger 
than Superman.

Historically speaking, the attention to detail and accuracy in this book is remarkable. 
How much research went into writing this story?

One of my pals said he'd been researching a book for six years and I said to him this wasn't a 
book he should be writing if he needed to gather this much information he hadn't picked up 
already. I feel if we're really into a subject, we've spent our lives gleaning the knowledge and 
too much research often means the story itself isn't cooked yet. My parents were both trade 
unionists and socialists and in Scotland we're often steeped in these traditions so it's some-
thing I had knowledge and a�ection for, while also being far enough away from it all to 
recognize the complete disasters communist states generally end up. Superman makes an 
international Union of Soviet Socialist Republics work across 90% of the globe, but the �aw 
is still in there where one ideology can't reign supreme without disaster down the road.
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Superman: Red Son was published in 2003. Looking 
back, what is your fondest memory of writing this story?

I started it when I was 5, pitched it to DC when I was 13 
(I still have a really nice rejection letter), pitched it again 
when I was 23 and working for one of their horror titles, sold 
it when I was 27, and it was published when I was 33. So just 
holding it in my hands was my fondest memory. Wouldn't it 
have been awful if people had hated it?

What do you think it is about this book that makes it 
resonate so well with people? 

It's simple and self-contained. You get the idea in a single 
line. Plus people love Superman. They always forget how 
much they love him until they see him again.

What is your favorite Superman story of all time?

There's so many great ones and my three daughters are 
obsessed with the 1950s and ‘60s stu�, so we're reading a lot 
of those at bedtime right now. But for me it's Superman 400. I was about 15 when this came 
out and it's literally the best people pop culture had to o�er at the time. The editor had 
been around since the ‘40s and had the greatest address book. From the Chaykin cover to 
the Frank Miller back cover to Ray Bradbury's intro to Elliot S. Maggin's amazing story. I 
think it's the most perfect comic book ever made. Have a Google for a real treat.

Are there any DC stories—current or classic—that you would suggest to readers 
looking for more stories like this one?

The Elseworlds books were really fun. Batman: The Dark Knight Returns is uno�cially one 
and obviously recommended as Frank Miller is a god. Other great Superman ones would be 
Kingdom Come, which is amazing, and Superman: The Last Family of Krypton, by my favorite 
Superman writer, Cary Bates. If you're into Batman, check out Gotham by Gaslight and 
Batman: Holy Terror. Both terri�c.

You were introduced to comics when you were only four, thanks to your older brother. 
What's the easiest way to get kids excited about comic books in the age of video 
games if they don’t have older brothers like you did?

There's a great trick to this and it's just leaving them lying around. The kids will pick them 
up out of curiosity. I didn't even mean to get my daughters into Superman as I didn't want 
to make them into three little mini-mes, but they just gravitated toward this when they saw 
me reading it, and now they have the same cultural taste as a middle-aged man! They're 
like wee, cool versions of me!

Mark Millar is a New York Times bestselling comic-book 
writer, Hollywood producer, and president of Net�ix’s 
Millarworld Division in Los Angeles.
His work includes Jupiter’s Legacy, Kick-Ass, Old Man 
Logan, Kingsman, Wanted, Superman: Red Son, and Civil 
War, Marvel’s biggest-selling graphic novel of all time. 
His �rst Net�ix show, Jupiter’s Legacy, is a $100 million 
dollar series streaming on the service in 2021. The King’s 
Man, starring Ralph Fiennes, releasing by 20th Century 
Pictures in March 2021. He has won numerous awards, 
both inside and outside the comic-book industry, and 
lives in his native Scotland with his wife Lucy, CEO of 
Net�ix’s Millarworld Division. He has three daughters.

MARK MILLAR WRITER

What is the biggest change you've seen in comics in the 
past 45+ years?

Creators’ rights. It's amazing. I created 17 franchises and 
we've been making them into blockbuster movies and TV 
shows for years, and the artists and I owned them when 
we sold Millarworld to Net�ix. Forty-�ve years ago our 
creations would have been owned by a big company and 
we'd have been lucky to get a ticket to the premiere.

Red Son is packed with “Easter Eggs” throughout the 
story; was there anything you included that people 
seem to miss or don’t often catch?

There's one nobody noticed! Ever! And it's that Superman 
has a secret identity in Russia just like he has in America. 
You can see him wearing glasses or a fake moustache in 
every issue, but it's only in the �nal pages we see him 
going full time here and giving us a wink as he puts on a 
hat. Literally nobody noticed this, which I kind of love!



GRAPHIC NOVEL
BOOK CLUB

theclub.hoopladigital.com/graphicnovel

Superman as an anti-hero; Lex Luthor as essentially a “good guy”; Batman as “Anarchy 
in Black.”  What was it like taking these incredibly well-established characters and 
completely turning them on their heads?

It's actually the easiest trick in the world as a writer, simply subverting audience expectation. 
It almost always works too. If you �ip something, you get a completely fresh perspective on 
it and the story really writes itself. Superman came into the world at the beginning of the 
American century and so �ipping those colors to something representing Stalin, totalitarian-
ism, and the Glorious Five Year Plan gave me so much meat to chew. The bigger the pop 
culture character you invert the more interesting this is, and they don't come much bigger 
than Superman.

Historically speaking, the attention to detail and accuracy in this book is remarkable. 
How much research went into writing this story?

One of my pals said he'd been researching a book for six years and I said to him this wasn't a 
book he should be writing if he needed to gather this much information he hadn't picked up 
already. I feel if we're really into a subject, we've spent our lives gleaning the knowledge and 
too much research often means the story itself isn't cooked yet. My parents were both trade 
unionists and socialists and in Scotland we're often steeped in these traditions so it's some-
thing I had knowledge and a�ection for, while also being far enough away from it all to 
recognize the complete disasters communist states generally end up. Superman makes an 
international Union of Soviet Socialist Republics work across 90% of the globe, but the �aw 
is still in there where one ideology can't reign supreme without disaster down the road.

hd:

MM:

hd:

MM:

hd:

MM:

hd:

MM:

Superman: Red Son was published in 2003. Looking 
back, what is your fondest memory of writing this story?

I started it when I was 5, pitched it to DC when I was 13 
(I still have a really nice rejection letter), pitched it again 
when I was 23 and working for one of their horror titles, sold 
it when I was 27, and it was published when I was 33. So just 
holding it in my hands was my fondest memory. Wouldn't it 
have been awful if people had hated it?

What do you think it is about this book that makes it 
resonate so well with people? 

It's simple and self-contained. You get the idea in a single 
line. Plus people love Superman. They always forget how 
much they love him until they see him again.

What is your favorite Superman story of all time?

There's so many great ones and my three daughters are 
obsessed with the 1950s and ‘60s stu�, so we're reading a lot 
of those at bedtime right now. But for me it's Superman 400. I was about 15 when this came 
out and it's literally the best people pop culture had to o�er at the time. The editor had 
been around since the ‘40s and had the greatest address book. From the Chaykin cover to 
the Frank Miller back cover to Ray Bradbury's intro to Elliot S. Maggin's amazing story. I 
think it's the most perfect comic book ever made. Have a Google for a real treat.

Are there any DC stories—current or classic—that you would suggest to readers 
looking for more stories like this one?

The Elseworlds books were really fun. Batman: The Dark Knight Returns is uno�cially one 
and obviously recommended as Frank Miller is a god. Other great Superman ones would be 
Kingdom Come, which is amazing, and Superman: The Last Family of Krypton, by my favorite 
Superman writer, Cary Bates. If you're into Batman, check out Gotham by Gaslight and 
Batman: Holy Terror. Both terri�c.

You were introduced to comics when you were only four, thanks to your older brother. 
What's the easiest way to get kids excited about comic books in the age of video 
games if they don’t have older brothers like you did?

There's a great trick to this and it's just leaving them lying around. The kids will pick them 
up out of curiosity. I didn't even mean to get my daughters into Superman as I didn't want 
to make them into three little mini-mes, but they just gravitated toward this when they saw 
me reading it, and now they have the same cultural taste as a middle-aged man! They're 
like wee, cool versions of me!

9 QUESTIONS WITH MARK MILLAR

hd:

MM:

What is the biggest change you've seen in comics in the 
past 45+ years?

Creators’ rights. It's amazing. I created 17 franchises and 
we've been making them into blockbuster movies and TV 
shows for years, and the artists and I owned them when 
we sold Millarworld to Net�ix. Forty-�ve years ago our 
creations would have been owned by a big company and 
we'd have been lucky to get a ticket to the premiere.

Red Son is packed with “Easter Eggs” throughout the 
story; was there anything you included that people 
seem to miss or don’t often catch?

There's one nobody noticed! Ever! And it's that Superman 
has a secret identity in Russia just like he has in America. 
You can see him wearing glasses or a fake moustache in 
every issue, but it's only in the �nal pages we see him 
going full time here and giving us a wink as he puts on a 
hat. Literally nobody noticed this, which I kind of love!



Superman as an anti-hero; Lex Luthor as essentially a “good guy”; Batman as “Anarchy 
in Black.”  What was it like taking these incredibly well-established characters and 
completely turning them on their heads?

It's actually the easiest trick in the world as a writer, simply subverting audience expectation. 
It almost always works too. If you �ip something, you get a completely fresh perspective on 
it and the story really writes itself. Superman came into the world at the beginning of the 
American century and so �ipping those colors to something representing Stalin, totalitarian-
ism, and the Glorious Five Year Plan gave me so much meat to chew. The bigger the pop 
culture character you invert the more interesting this is, and they don't come much bigger 
than Superman.

Historically speaking, the attention to detail and accuracy in this book is remarkable. 
How much research went into writing this story?

One of my pals said he'd been researching a book for six years and I said to him this wasn't a 
book he should be writing if he needed to gather this much information he hadn't picked up 
already. I feel if we're really into a subject, we've spent our lives gleaning the knowledge and 
too much research often means the story itself isn't cooked yet. My parents were both trade 
unionists and socialists and in Scotland we're often steeped in these traditions so it's some-
thing I had knowledge and a�ection for, while also being far enough away from it all to 
recognize the complete disasters communist states generally end up. Superman makes an 
international Union of Soviet Socialist Republics work across 90% of the globe, but the �aw 
is still in there where one ideology can't reign supreme without disaster down the road.

Superman: Red Son was published in 2003. Looking 
back, what is your fondest memory of writing this story?

I started it when I was 5, pitched it to DC when I was 13 
(I still have a really nice rejection letter), pitched it again 
when I was 23 and working for one of their horror titles, sold 
it when I was 27, and it was published when I was 33. So just 
holding it in my hands was my fondest memory. Wouldn't it 
have been awful if people had hated it?

What do you think it is about this book that makes it 
resonate so well with people? 

It's simple and self-contained. You get the idea in a single 
line. Plus people love Superman. They always forget how 
much they love him until they see him again.

What is your favorite Superman story of all time?

There's so many great ones and my three daughters are 
obsessed with the 1950s and ‘60s stu�, so we're reading a lot 
of those at bedtime right now. But for me it's Superman 400. I was about 15 when this came 
out and it's literally the best people pop culture had to o�er at the time. The editor had 
been around since the ‘40s and had the greatest address book. From the Chaykin cover to 
the Frank Miller back cover to Ray Bradbury's intro to Elliot S. Maggin's amazing story. I 
think it's the most perfect comic book ever made. Have a Google for a real treat.

Are there any DC stories—current or classic—that you would suggest to readers 
looking for more stories like this one?

The Elseworlds books were really fun. Batman: The Dark Knight Returns is uno�cially one 
and obviously recommended as Frank Miller is a god. Other great Superman ones would be 
Kingdom Come, which is amazing, and Superman: The Last Family of Krypton, by my favorite 
Superman writer, Cary Bates. If you're into Batman, check out Gotham by Gaslight and 
Batman: Holy Terror. Both terri�c.

You were introduced to comics when you were only four, thanks to your older brother. 
What's the easiest way to get kids excited about comic books in the age of video 
games if they don’t have older brothers like you did?

There's a great trick to this and it's just leaving them lying around. The kids will pick them 
up out of curiosity. I didn't even mean to get my daughters into Superman as I didn't want 
to make them into three little mini-mes, but they just gravitated toward this when they saw 
me reading it, and now they have the same cultural taste as a middle-aged man! They're 
like wee, cool versions of me!

hd:

MM:

GRAPHIC NOVEL
BOOK CLUB

theclub.hoopladigital.com/graphicnovel

hd:

MM:

hd:

MM:

9 QUESTIONS WITH MARK MILLAR

Check out these recommendations from 
Mark Millar on hoopla!
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